
BURNABY I More than 5,000 square feet on offer in seven cul-de-sac residences
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HOME
THOUGHTS

The more than 60 years of building,
buying and selling homes behind
Preston Fisk (left) and Nick Noort

are the figurative foundations of the mil-
lion-dollar-plus Winsford Court residences
in Burnaby.

To pose the real estate agent and the
developer in the kitchen of the one finished
home is just so appropriate to the story
here: This is a home for a big family with
big appetites. 

There are four bedrooms up and, in the
kitchen, the restaurant attributes of two
pantries, a commercial range and ‘‘miles’’
of marble, with nook and dining room the
seating choices.

The Fisk-Noort collaboration stands as
an anecdotal contribution to the frequent-
ly heard, but rarely recorded, existence of
developer ‘‘groupies:’’ 

‘‘ . . . I have met many people who have
purchased a townhome or a single-family-
detached home from Noort Homes, and
when they are in the position to upgrade,
they seek out Noort to build them a new
home or to purchase a completed property,
as they were so happy with their first
homes,’’ Preston Fisk reports.

The cool sensibility of a proprietary
floorplan-scheme warmed by the
joie de vivre of the ‘‘d’light’’ and
‘‘d’lish’’ colour schemes champion

the d’Cor new-home project in Surrey as the
newest window on the possibility you can
live large in a small space.

Further, the listing price of $99,900 on the
smallest of the 16 smallest apartments nom-
inates d’Cor as the latest window on new-
construction affordability in the Lower
Mainland.

In the apartments, ceiling and floor deci-
sions by the developer were intended to
introduce into the Whalley neighbourhood
‘‘a little bit of the downtown [Vancouver]
feel.’’ 

The ceilings will be nine feet off the floors.
The floors will be finished in ceramic tile in
the entries, kitchens, bathrooms and storage
rooms and hardwood laminate in the living-
dining areas.
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SURREY I Less than
500 square feet

on offer
in 16 Whalley
apartments

Edgy dwellingsGROWING 
THROUGH ARCHITECTURE

The architect as parent, model par-
ent even, might be the theme of a
new exhibit from the profession’s
governing body.
“Often as city inhabitants, we’re not
aware that the growing pains of a
city can be defined through its archi-
tecture,’’ the ‘‘Model City’’ exhibit
announcement from the Architectur-
al Institute of B.C. says.
Some of the firms contributing pro-
ject models to the exhibit are
Marceau Evans Johnson Architects;
Acton Ostry Architects; Busby
Perkins + Will Architecture; Larry
McFarland Architects; ARTIFACT
Architecture; Stuart Howard Archi-
tects; Formwerks; and Hewitt +
Kwasnicky Architects. That’s H + K’s
Melville below.
The show opened this week at Archi-
tecture Centre Gallery, 100 - 440
Cambie (at Pender), Vancouver.

BRICK-A-BRAC
Every group, it seems, has an award
to bestow. This one comes from the
Brick Industry Association, which
this week announced one of the win-
ning projects for the 2005 Brick in
Architecture Awards is the University
of B.C.’s Life Sciences Centre,
designed by Diamond and Schmitt
Architects.
The awards honours innovative use
of clay brick in four categories: com-
mercial, institutional, residential,
and “special feature” applications.
The UBC Life Sciences Centre is a
565,000-square-foot research-acad-
emic building, home to the UBC
Medical School.

TURN DOWN THE HEAT IS
WORD FROM CMHC

The CMHC’s webpage (cmhc.ca) is
often touted on these pages as
being a wonderful source of informa-
tion for homeowners. Did you know,
for instance, that you can save mon-
ey by simply turning down the ther-
mostat three degrees at night to 17
degrees. Better yet, replace your
outdated thermostat with one that
does the work automatically for you.

The d’Cor project profile, K4/5

The Winsford Court project profile, K6/7

Presentation Centre 
& Display Suites Now Open
West Side Homes at Heather and 12th
Th e tranquil greenery of Vancouver’s West Side attracts 

all ages and lifestyles. Tapestry caters to the neighbour-

hood’s diversity by off ering a choice of larger-than-average 

homes that stand apart for their luxurious fi nishes and 

views of the West Side village greenery, downtown skyline 

and surrounding gardens and parks.

One bedroom to two bedroom plus den residences from $339,900

Open Noon to 5 p.m. daily (except Friday)

715 West 16th Avenue  604.675.9600

www.DiscoverTapestry.com
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CAMERA CONTINUES A COMMITMENT TO FRESH, EXCITING ARCHITECTURE IN THE SOUTH

GRANVILLE RISE AREA WITH 65 APARTMENT HOMES AND 12 TOWNHOMES. CAMERA IS A

SOPHISTICATED, URBANE ADDITION TO VANCOUVER’S ESTABLISHED CITYSCAPE. AND IT’S YOUR

OPPORTUNITY TO OWN A VERY LIMITED EDITION.

One bedroom and Den from $314,900

Two Bedroom from $449,900

Two Bedroom and Den from $518,900 

Townhomes from $524,900

PRESENTATION CENTRE OPENS SOON

REGISTER TODAY: www.cameraliving.com or call 604.733.1574

That $99,900 asking price on the
smallest apartments at d’Cor
make these homes the most
affordable new homes in the

Lower Mainland. 
Interest in the new-home project has

been more than satisfying, reports George
Wong of Platinum Project Marketing
Group, Macdonald Realty Ltd. His pre-
registration campaign, in three weeks,
recorded more than 1,000 telephone
inquiries.

That response has him wondering if he
will sell out on the first day of selling and
if he needs a presentation centre.

A proprietory floor plan is a critical
component of the small-apartment offer
at d’Cor.

“Every square foot has been analysed so
there is no wasted space,” Wong says.

“The Smart Plans® we’re using are
extremely efficient. That’s why we are
able to offer the lowest-priced condo in
the Lower Mainland. The closest one-bed-
room [on the market]  in Surrey is
$150,000.”

Wong explains the plans designed for
this specific project were registered so

others in the field cannot copy their
“exclusive” design.

“Smart Plans is a key word for
efficiency. No wasted corridors and
no wasted square footage. We’ve
arrived at a product that is ultra effi-
cient,” he says.

Wong and Platinum are not small-
space neophytes. He sold for-their-
time small spaces at 1188 Richards
in Vancouver 11 years ago, and
homeowners there found the living
space adequate.

“It [the 423-square-foot apartment] is
not as good as a 650-square-foot condo but
it costs $50,000 more for that extra 200
square feet,” says Wong. “We’re catering
to a first-time buyer with a budget mind-
set.”

Of the 120 d’Cor apartments, 16 offer less
than 500 square feet of living space and 12
offer less than 900 square feet, but more
than 800 square feet.

Some perspective on these numbers,
from the annual PriceWaterhouseCoop-
ers Greater Vancouver Condominium
Market Review: Between five and 10 per
cent of buyers want an apartment with

less than 500 square feet of living space
and more than 20 per cent want an apart-
ment with less than 900 square feet, but
more than 700 square feet.

The square-foot asking prices range
from about $236 to $259. Here again the
PriceWaterhouseCoopers Review offers
some perspective: In the second quarter
of this year, the last in the review year,
“north Surrey’’ square-foot asking-prices
pushed $200.

Location in the building determined the
various square-foot asking prices, Wong
reports.

‘‘We factor in elements such as noise,

orientation. The $236-per-square-foot
[home] faces the main street. The nice
courtyard-view condos are the higher
priced ones.” he says.

Each building will have a central court-
yard, with extensive landscaping planned
for the site. Parking will be underground.
Each building will also have a 2,400-
square-foot amenity room, with a fitness
centre, fully equipped kitchen, lounge
with a games area. The rooms will also
feature a pool table and a large-screen
plasma television.

Small — but smart — at
d’Cor of affordability

Most affordable new homes in Greater Vancouver, at $99,000, cater ‘to a
first-time buyer with a budget mindset’ in a revitalized neighbourhood

d’Cor in Whalley
Location: Corner of 104th Avenue

and 134th Street, Surrey
Telephone: 604-580-3267
Website: dcor.ca
Developer: Newgen Developer
Architect: Focus Architecture
Interior design: Portico Design
Project size: two four-storey build-

ings, 120 apartments
Residence size: 423 sq. ft. - 913

sq. ft.
Prices: $99,900 to $230,000
Construction: Wood frame 
Warranty: St. Paul Guarantee

NEW HOMES

PROJECT
PROFILE
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The intention of the d’Cor show home is to project a bit of downtown Vancouver into
distant Surrey and to demonstrate the relationship of space well used to affordability.

See DEVELOPER AIMS K19



 FOXRIDGE HOMES
 a QUALICO ©  company

 "The Gables 
 of Clayton Village"

 Single Family Homes with 
 Basements and much more!!

 Starting from  $329,900
 (plus G.S.T.)

 THIS LOCATION HAS IT ALL . . .
 DON'T MISS OU T !

 Furnished Show Homes:
 6846 190th Street, Surrey

 Tel: 604.574.2461
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 Gables

An exclusive offering of luxury 3 and 4 bedroom single family residences featuring 2,400 to
2,600 sq. ft. of elegant living space. Designed to inspire, these homes feature an eclectic blend
of architectural styles that create a striking streetscape. Inside, you'll love the superior finishings
and award-winning home plans designed for today’s lifestyles. 

Prices starting from $699,900.

Phase II Now Selling!

Luxury homes designed to inspire your passion for living.

Sweeping views from Mt. Baker to the Gulf Islands.

Access to every imaginable outdoor activity for the 

adventurer in you. All in the award-winning community of

Heritage Woods, Port Moody.

Don’t miss out on Phase II, call or visit our sales centre today. 
Open daily 12 - 6pm - 300 Panorama Drive, Port Moody. 

604-628-9672 www.parklane.com

AUGUST VIEWS
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A LIMITED COLLECTION OF EXCEPTIONAL SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCES 
NOW SELLING IN HERITAGE WOODS, PORT MOODY. 
STARTING FROM $613,000

Spectacular natural setting. 
Endless adventure.
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Embrace nature.

Evergreen Heights is a new neighbourhood of 3 and 4 bedroom single-
family homes with 1,800 – 2,200 sq. feet of luxurious living space and room
to grow. Situated on a pristine natural greenbelt and creek, all homes 
feature expansive decks and outdoor space so you can enjoy the inspiring
mountain views. And with unparalleled access to outdoor recreational
activities, the options are endless. Relax and take it all in. Or discover your
newest adventure. It's your time to get out and embrace nature.

Sales Centre and Showhome
Open daily 12 - 6pm
1 Holly Drive, Port Moody. 

604-461-2991
www.parklane.com evergreen

heights

In the fall, Whalley; in the spring, Coal
Harbour . . . 
Then, George Wong’s Platinum put Two
Harbour Green on the market, with selling
prices of up to $1,000 a square foot, more or
less, making the Vancouver-waterfront homes
some of the most expensive in the country. 
The d’Cor assignment in Whalley
demonstrates his organization — represented
at the d’Cor model by Wong and (from left)
Patricia Glass Grace Sartori and Lily
Korstanje — possesses the capacity to deal
with both ‘ends of the spectrum,’ he says.
It certainly has the capacity to generate
sales for developers; YTD, Platinum has sold
about $500 million worth of new real estate,
Wong reports.
‘The Whalley project addresses the need for
affordable prices for a lot of our younger
buyers so d’Cor was created, whereas Two
Harbour Green was conceived and created for
a more financially resourceful target market.’

Mansion or modest
digs, Platinum sales

 TO SUBSCRIBE CALL
 1-800-663-2662

 or 605-READ (7323)


